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Dear Richard, 

I would like to first congratulate you on your new appointment in the Department for Transport. I look
forward to working with you over the coming weeks and months. 

I am writing to you today regarding the pressing need for a meeting of the Hammersmith Bridge Task
Force of which I believe you have just become the chairman. This body was set up to allow
stakeholders from all affected agencies and communities to support London Borough of Hammersmith
and Fulham in its efforts to repair the bridge. However, this body has not met in almost a year. 

Since it last met, three major events have taken place. First, emergency cooling measures had to be
brought in over the summer to prevent a serious incident. Second, it was confirmed that a toll would
be charged to those crossing the repaired bridge. Third and finally, LBHF have decided to raise a
platform across the structure while the bridge is deconstructed piece by piece beneath it.

The absence of the task force has meant that no MP or council leader of any of the affected
communities south of the river has had the chance to review these new plans in full. Decisions are
being made that will affect hundreds of thousands of people across south-west London and we have
not even been briefed on what these new plans will mean for those we represent.  

We need your department to show leadership now, not simply follow behind Hammersmith and
Fulham. It is time for the task force to meet and for those living on both sides of the river to have their
say in the future of Hammersmith Bridge.

I look forward to hearing your response. 

Yours sincerely

Sarah Olney
Member of Parliament for Richmond Park
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